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Email: hello@ashtongate.co.uk
Dear Neighbour,
Since our inaugural Ashton Gate newsletter was distributed in spring there have been some very
positive and exciting developments to update you on.
Back in May, as our resident clubs finished their highly successful campaigns on the pitch, a series
of events began to take place at the stadium. These events included community; charity; sports;
business; festivals; music and art – all things that Ashton Gate seeks to promote and develop. They
also cemented our position as the premier sports and events destination in South West England.
(See page 6 for more details on these).
The summer months also saw Ashton Gate submit our most comprehensive ever Matchday Travel
Plan to Bristol City Council. The document was the culmination of more than ten months work and
contained a range of proposals to help improve transport and parking in the area on major event
days. My team and I have discussed the plan at length with local councillors and council officers
who have welcomed the proposals we set out. We are acutely aware that we still have a way to go
but we are confident that with the support of others we can deliver positive change. (See more on
this on page 4).
As the long hot summer gave way to autumn we were able to unveil our new plans to develop and
expand the Ashton Gate site. Proposals include a 4,000 capacity indoor Sports and Convention
Centre which will play host to our professional basketball team, the Bristol Flyers, as well as hotels
and housing. You can read more about these proposals on page 3, but I think it’s important to stress
that local residents and travel are at the very heart of these proposals. We are still at an early stage
and working with the Council before drawing up a formal planning application, during which there
will be a wide community consultation. On December 11th we will hold an informal drop-in session
for those who wish to speak to the team to learn more about what is being proposed at this early
stage.
Just as we announced the development proposals we were able to reveal that Rod Stewart, Take
That and the Spice Girls will be performing live stadium concerts here next summer. Having these
booked in so far in advance gives us plenty of time to plan these events carefully to enhance all the
excitement, energy and fun these acts bring while minimising, as much as possible, the impact on
the local community.
Being able to attract global superstars to perform here and attract nearly 100,000 people to the city
at the end of May - early June, will provide a huge boost to the city’s economy. This is something
we are very keen on but my highlight of the year so far, came in late September when Ashton Gate
and Bristol Sport won ‘Business in the Community’ at the South West Business Leader Awards.
Ashton Gate sits at the heart of its community. This award was a significant endorsement of the
hard work undertaken by all the staff at Ashton Gate and Bristol Sport and will act to spur us on to
keep improving.
As ever I hope you find this newsletter informative and would urge any residents with comments
about the stadium and our events to contact us on hello@ashtongate.co.uk.
Yours faithfully

Martin Griffiths
Chairman

Ashton Gate Reveals £100m Plan for New Sporting Quarter
Ashton Gate Stadium has revealed comprehensive plans for a £100m development to
extend the stadium footprint and encompass a new sports and entertainment quarter
for the city.

on a second site between Ashton Vale and the
Long Ashton Park & Ride. The Cumberland
Village development will facilitate the Ashton
Gate scheme and provide more additional and
desperately needed housing.

The centrepiece of the proposed development
is the Ashton Gate Sports & Convention Centre
- a 4000-capacity venue which will provide a
permanent home for Bristol Flyers basketball
team. The proposal includes additional housing,
offices and two hotels.

A pre-application for both sites has been submitted to Bristol City Council. This marks the
start of a lengthy consultation and engagement
process of which local residents and businesses
will be at the very heart. We hope to refine the
scheme, run a full consultation process and
submit our planning application next year.

Improving travel, transport and parking in the
local area is a key part of the plans to improve
connectivity not just on matchdays but to serve
the local community throughout the week.
Ashton Gate has brought forward proposals to
relocate a MetroBus stop closer to the stadium
where it can better serve the local neighbourhood and interconnect with a new Ashton Gate
railway station. A new bus layby area will also
facilitate an expanded network of event day
buses. Meanwhile a new multi-storey on-site
car park coupled with use of the Long Ashton
Park & Ride has the potential to take 2,000 +
cars off local roads while significant improvements to Winterstoke Road would significantly
move flow around the local road network.
The environmentally friendly scheme will
provide vital new jobs and additional investment
to the area as well as providing much needed
new space and facilities for the stadium’s award
winning charities to expand their activities.
The proposals also include plans for housing

In the meantime an informal drop-in session
at 7pm on Tuesday, December 11th, Heineken
Lounge, Ashton Gate Stadium. Sign-up to
our residents’ email alerts (see page 7 for
details) to make sure you are kept in touch!
All local residents are welcome, the scaled
model of the proposed development will be
on display along with members of the project
team available to answer any questions.

Ashton Gate Bolsters Travel Options
Following a ten-month review of transport,
travel and parking, Ashton Gate has recently rolled out a number of improvements to
match day travel – all aimed at minimising
traffic and improving parking in the area on
major event days. A small section of recent
initiatives are shown below.
New Bus Services Launched

YoBike Partner with Ashton Gate
Bristol’s popular bike-sharing service YoBike
has recently begun a partnership with Ashton
Gate. A new cycle parking section dedicated to
YoBikes has been installed at the Ashton Road
end of the stadium and has been added to the
YoBIke app as a designated parking area. It’s
hoped that the new partnership will encourage
more people to take two wheels to the stadium
and complements the existing cycle parking,
bike pump and initiatives to increase the popularity of cycling to games.
Communication

Ashton Gate have launched new and improved
matchday bus services for football and rugby
fans this season. A new AG6 service from Henbury, Westbury-on-Trym and Clifton operates
for both codes while rugby fans can now take
advantage of the AG2 service from Brislington
Park & Ride. Meanwhile other services boast
an improved service with increased capacity
and frequency. There are now five matchday
bus services for Bristol City homes games and
four services for Bristol Bears rugby games.
The services are subsidised by Ashton Gate and
complement the public transport network.

Ashton Gate is partnering with Highways
England to ensure that spectators travelling
to high attendance games on the motorway
network are signposted to the Portway Park
& Ride via the electronic Variable Messaging
Signs (VMS) on the local network. It is hoped
that supporters will be encouraged to use the
Park & Ride services to decrease the number
of cars entering the local area on match days
and is part of a wider partnership between the
two. Meanwhile both clubs have relaunched
the travel pages on their website and now push
comprehensive travel information to supporters
ahead of each game.

News
Free Fruit

Stadium lights up for charities

Young Bristol City fans can now benefit from
free fruit at the stadium on match days.
Unveiled as part of a new family area which
includes free activities and games, the free-fruit
is part of the club’s drive to encourage healthier
eating among their younger supporters

In early October Ashton Gate joined other major
landmarks across the city by glowing green to
raise awareness of the Go Green for Dyslexia
campaign and part of Dyslexia Awareness Week.

Free Sanitary Products
Ashton Gate has joined the campaign to End
Period Poverty by providing free sanitary products for women in their concourse toilets.
Bedminster Toilet Map
The coffee shop at Ashton Gate has joined the
Community Toilet Scheme meaning that anyone
who has a call of nature can use the coffee shop
toilet during normal weekday opening hours. In
recent years the closure of many public toilet,
including those in Greville Smyth Park has
made it much harder for the elderly, disabled
and those with medical conditions to leave the
home with confidence. It is hoped that Community Toilet Schemes will help those who may
be affected get out of the home and in turn can
reduce the risk of social isolation.

It has also glowed Pink and Blue for Baby Loss
Awareness day and in tribute to the helicopter
crash at Leicester City it shone blue as a signal
of our solidarity with the football community.

Celebration of Sport Week 2018, Ashton Gate Stadium

Recent Events
Celebration of Sport Week
In May more than 3,000 local children attended
Ashton Gate for the Celebration of Sport week
which saw children play events on the pitch.

allowed fans to soak up the sun and the atmosphere during the festival of football. The fan
village attracted national media recognition.

VegFest

Concerts

More than 9,000 people attended VegFest at
Ashton Gate back in May. The Vegan Festival
brought music, stalls, talks and childrens activities together at the stadium.

Ashton Gate hosted its first concerts since the
redevelopment with three events taking place
during the summer. Future Islands, Garbage
and The The all performed live in the Lansdown
Stand concourse to thousands of adoring fans.
Gromit Unleashed 2

UpFest
Europe’s largest urban art festival returned to
Ashton Gate in July. The festival drew tends of
thousands of visitors from across Bristol and
the region and showcased some of the best
global street art.

Thousands of people from across Europe visited
Ashton Gate to see the Rockin’ Robin sculpture
which was part of the Gromit Unleashed 2 trail
across Bristol. The trail raised over £1.3m for
The Grand Appeal.
Business Showcase South West

World Cup Fan Village
More than 30,000 fans attended the World Cup
fan village and roared the Three Lions on to the
semi-final. Our internal and external screens

May and October saw the largest business
event in the region hosted at Ashton Gate once
again, bringing thousands of local businesses
together.

Upcoming Events

dium

Local Suppliers
Local suppliers, partners and products are important to us:

LTD

Residents Email Alert
If you live locally and would like to be kept informed of major news and events such as updated
fixture lists please register for the Residents Newsletter by visiting:
http://www.ashtongatestadium.co.uk/residents-newsletter
We will not sign you up for any marketing or sales lists.
If you would like to contact us please email hello@ashtongate.co.uk

Community
ASHTON GATE/BRISTOL SPORT WINS ‘BUSINESS IN THE COMMUNITY ‘ AWARD
Ashton Gate/Bristol Sport won the ‘Business in the Community’ at South West Business
Leader Awards 2018 in September.
The sell-out event, hosted by comedian Russell Kane saw Mark Kelly, managing director of Ashton
Gate step-up to receive the award alongside representatives from the whole sporting group.
The award recognised the impact the £45m redevelopment of Ashton Gate has had on both the
local economy and the local community.
“A central part of the investment in Ashton Gate was to build a sustainable business to sit at the
very heart of the South Bristol community,” said Mark Kelly.
“Steve Lansdown had a vision to inspire the community through sport. Two years in and we are seeing that vision become a reality. As one of the largest employers in the city, Ashton Gate is now a
thriving work and entertaining space as well as one of the premier sports stadiums in the country.”
The award considered, not just the financial impact of the stadium, but also that it is home to its
associated charities of Bristol City Community Trust, Bristol Bears Community Foundation, Flyers
Community and Bristol Sport Foundation.
Craig Capel from Bristol Bears Community Foundation said: “It’s great that the work that we are
all doing to promote sporting engagement across the city is fundamentally making a difference to
people’s lives and is constantly expanding.
“I feel very honoured that we’ve won this award. Working together as a sporting group has helped
us drive sporting engagement across so many different areas; from primary school children and
holiday camps, to special needs provision and working alongside the over-55s to try and combat
isolation and dementia.”
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